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protest. The Bodmin speech proved in the end to be mainly important in that it ruled Lord Rosebery out of any Liberal Government that might be formed, and ended for Ministerial purposes a career on which the highest hopes had been built. This was widely regretted, but the Irish. question played so small a part in the composite volume of opinion which was bringing the Liberal party back to power, that the defection of one man, however eminent, on one issue could have little effect on the course of events. The Bodmin speech gave Mr. Balfour his cue for a heroic effort to divert attention from the fiscal question and Chinese labour, and to bring the battle back to the Irish question, on which he believed the Unionist party *• • 1 ^ on favourable ground, but the electors at this moment ~A ^ ^inking of other things, and the cry of the Union lostly on deaf ears.
^rals were of opinion, that in resigning before
Balfour had laid a trap for his opponents and
impbeU-Bannerman to follow the example of
, v^cumstances, and to decline to form a Govern-
er the election.   He, however, took the simple
refuse the opportunity when it offered would
_ _ .^^^uLxg, w^e task which he had again and again declared
himself ready to undertake, and proceeded at once to form
a Government,
Even then, he was not free from difficulties.   Two very
important members  of the party,   Sir Edward  Grey  and
Mr. Haldane, at first made it a condition of joining the
Government that the Prime Minister should go to the House
of Lords and leave the leadership in the House of Commons
to Mr. Asquith.   Campbell-Bannerinan who, as recorded in
his biography, was largely influenced by his wife, declined
this proposal and for two days there was deadlock.    But
Asqtatb. himself was unwilling to take any position which
appeared to reflect on his Chief, and Grey and Haldane were
not prepared to press their demand to the point of making
serious trouble for their party at this critical moment.   In the
sequd the inclusion of these two men, Grey as Secretary for
Foreign Affairs, and Haldane as  Secretary for War,  had
momentous consequences, and the curious may speculate on
the possible differences to the history of the country and
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